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TOWN OF LACOMBE 


(Revised June, 1969) 


1. LOCATION 


Sections 19 and 30-40-26-W4 in Census Division No. 8. This location 
is at mile 114 on the Calgary - Edmonton branch of the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way where it is joined by the Kerrobert - Coronation- Lacombe branch and 
the Lacombe - Thorsby - Leduc branch of the same railway. It is also 81 miles 
south of Edmonton on Highway No. 2 where it is crossed by Highway No. 12. 


2. ALTITUDE 
2798 feet Latitude 52/24 Longitude 113/44W 


3. TEMPERATURE 


Average summer mee 
Average winter 22. Ome 
Average annual S36. 


4. RAINFALL 


Average annual rainfall 13.30 inches 
Average annual snowfall 43.70 inches 
Average annual total precipitation 17.70 inches 


Note: The foregoing averages cover a period of 61 years. 


5. GEOLOGY 


The underlying rocks in the Lacombe district are shales and sandstone 
which were deposited by streams in lakes and deltas. They are thus fresh water 
in origin, and are several hundred feet thick in that area. The rocks are 
grouped together by geologists who call them the Paskapoo formation, and 
who give them an early Tertiary Age, which began some fifty million years 
ago. Since these rocks were deposited, the North American Continent has been 
uplifted, consequently, the rocks have eroded and only a fraction of their 
original thickness remains. 


6. SOIL 


Lacombe lies in a black soil zone which is described as follows: 


Profile 


The normal soil profile has a black to very dark brown surface that 
averages about 12 to 14 inches in depth. Immediately beneath this black soil 
is a more compact horizon which is brown to dark brown, the lime layer is 
usually found at 30 to 40 inches below the surface. 
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Fertility 

Soils in this zone are the most fertile in the province. They have in the 
top 12 inches about 3 to 4 times as much nitrogen and organic matter as there 
is in the average brown or grey wooded soil. 


Vegetation : 
Grassland which has been partially invaded by woodlands (mainly de- 


ciduous trees) often referred to as parkland. 


Land Use 


A high percentage of the land is arable, being used for mixed farming 
and the production of cereals. 


7. HISTORY 


The townsite was named “Lacombe” in 1893 by railway officials to 
honor Father Lacombe, an outstanding Roman Catholic Missionary who was 
accepted as a friend by the Indians. 


The Lacombe district was surveyed for homesteads by C. A. Magrath 
in 1883; Mr. Magrath was later employed by the Galt mining interests at 
Lethbridge, and married Sir Alexander Galt’s daughter. He was responsible 
for the development of irrigation in southern Alberta; the town of Magrath 
was named to honor him. 


Among the oldtimers were Ed Barnett, W. Findlater, W. B. McPherson, 
E. M. H. Parlby, Dr. E. M. Sharpe, W. N. Morrison, Roy Hoppus, and W. F. 
Puffer who was the first member of the Alberta Legislature to represent this 
district. 


The Calgary and Edmonton Railway (now Canadian Pacific Railway) 
reached Lacombe in 1891. The hamlet was erected as a village July 28, 1896 
and incorporated as a town May 10, 1902, with W. Burris as the first mayor 
and J. D. Skinner, secretary-treasurer. The first town councillors were M. J. 
McLeod, C. F. Morris, H. A. Day, H. B. Powell, W. F. Puffer and Joseph Tire. 


The first post office was opened in 1893 with Mr. Dalmage as the first 
postmaster. 


The first newspaper, “Lacombe Advertiser” was published by W. D. 
Pitcairn in 1900. The Lacombe “Western Globe” was started in 1906 by C. B. 
Halpin. It was purchased by Harry J. Ford in 1935 and the name changed to 
“Lacombe Globe” which is now published by Mr. Ford’s son Bert. 


A two-storey frame community hospital was built by public subscrip- 
tions in 1909; it contained eight beds and the first matron was Miss Jean Pye. 
A great deal of credit for the erection of this hospital was given to Mrs. Wm. 
Burris; she devoted much of her time to soliciting subscriptions for the building 
fund. A 30-bed community hospital was built in 1930 which began operating 
as a municipal hospital (district No. 54) on January 1, 1947. A 27-bed addition 
to this hospital was officially opened on February 23, 1949. In October of 
1967, a new modern 50 bed hospital was officially opened leaving the previous 
hospital to be renovated into a municipally operated nursing home. 
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The first purebred bull sale was held at Lacombe in 1904, and has 
been held each year since that date. It is the second oldest and the second 
largest sale in Western Canada, with entries from all points in Alberta. 


On July 8, 1907, a meeting was held in the office of C. L. Durie for the 
purpose of organizing a Board of Trade; as a result of this meeting a Board 
of Trade was established on August 17, 1904, with R. F. Taylor as president, 
J. A. Skinner, secretary and H. M. Trimble, treasurer. 


The first school was built of logs in 1893; it was located just north of 
the present creamery on the east side of the railway. Miss N. Greene — later 
Mrs. Ed. Barnett — was the first teacher. There is a cairn to mark the site of 
this school. The first frame school was built immediately north of the present 
town hall in 1900. Senator Peter Talbot was the first principal of this school. 
A 12-room brick school was built in 1906 and a $300,000 high school was 
built in 1949. The school complex now consists of a Composite High School, 
Junior High School and two Elementary Schools. Lacombe School District 
No. 243 was erected June 30, 1892; it was included in Lacombe School Division 
No. 56 on September 1, 1949; the school division was organized December 17, 
1946, and dissolved on December 31, 1960, when the County of Lacombe, No. 
14, came into being. 


A small hydro-electric plant was installed on the Blindman River nine 
miles away in 1910 and electric lights installed in the town that same year. 
This plant could not be operated after freeze-up. A 55,000 steam-electric plant 
was built in the town in 1911. On February 12, 1929, Calgary Power Ltd. was 
granted a franchise to supply the town with electric light and power. On 
September 12, 1929, the same company was granted a franchise to supply the 
town with water. The first sewer mains were installed in 1911. 


Natural gas was supplied to the town from the Viking - Kinsella field, 
by Northwest Utilities Ltd. in 1946. Natural gas is available for all farm 
residences in the Lacombe rural area. 





This well equipped hospital is another of many modern facilities in Lacombe. 
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The first creamery started operations in 1901. 


In 1908 the Dominion Government established an experimental farm on 
160 acres adjoining the southwest corner of the town; today this farm covers 
1700 acres, renamed as Lacombe Research Station in 1967. 


In 1916 the Seventh Day Adventists established a college on a lovely 
site about one mile northwest of the town. This college was subsequently in- 
corporated as Canadian Junior College and is now known as the Canadian 
Union College. 


8. LIVING CONDITIONS 


Lacombe is surrounded by a rich, rolling parkland, dotted with lakes, 
patches of trees and cultivated fields. It lies at the junction of three branch 
railway lines and three paved highways. Nine miles west on a paved highway 
is Gull Lake, with its tree shaded shores and sandy beaches; splendid boating, 
bathing, camping facilities and good fishing for perch and pike are to be found 
at this resort. There is good hunting for Hungarian partridge, prairie chicken, 
ruffed grouse, ducks and geese in the district. Seventy miles further west, big 
game hunting for elk, moose, deer and bear is available for the sportsman. 


The weather is bracing with cool nights after the warmest days. Excel- 
lent facilities are available for both summer and winter sports. A new arena- 
curling rink complex built in 1969 provides artificial ice for an 1800 seat skating- 
hockey arena, a 6 sheet curling rink, modern lounge facilities, cadet assembly 
room and rifle range. A 1700-foot ski tow is located on a hill close to the 
town. For summer sports there are an 18-hole golf course, three baseball 
diamonds, and two small parks for playgrounds. There is a full-size, open-air 
heated swimming pool; and an adjacent wading pool for kiddies. The 8% acre 
Michener Centennial Park provides outdoor camping facilities, kitchen, bath- 
rooms and kiddies’ playgrounds. 


There is a very progressive weekly newspaper, and for entertainment 
there is one movie theatre, a regional public library, and many service clubs 
and associations that provide an outlet for public service and spare time 
activities. A Memorial Centre seating 1,200 with stage and dressing rooms is 
available for dramatics, etc. 


Transportation is well looked after by the C.P.R. and bus lines. 


Churches of all denominations serve the spiritual needs of the com- 
munity. Two banks and a Government Treasury Branch provide financial 
facilities. Two hotels with 65 rooms and two motels with 24 Class A cabins 
provide accommodation for the traveller. Another motel on the outskirts pro- 
vides a further 24 units. 


Health services include a 50-bed hospital which was built in 1967, six 
private practicing physicians, two dentists, one chiropractor, two optometrists, 
two drug stores and a resident public health nurse who operates a sub-office of 
the Red Deer Health Unit. This is made up of one medical doctor, six public 
health nurses, two sanitary inspectors and two stenographer-technicians. 


Excellent elementary and high schools teach grades 1 to 12 to a total 
of 1630 students. High school has a two semester system. A Seventh Day 
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Adventist College offers complete courses in theology, agriculture, a two year 
pre-med course, pre-nursing course, arts, printing and woodworking courses. 


Utilities consist of a central water and sewerage system, three phase 
60-cycle electric power and natural gas. Other fuels available but not used 
to any extent are coal, wood, propane and diesel oil. 


The town population according to the 1969 census was 3,184. Ninety- 
five per cent of the population is English-speaking, originating in the British 
Isles, Eastern Canada and United States. 


There are over 820 houses in the town and an average of 24 houses 
have been built a year for the last four years. 


9. ADMINISTRATION 


The town is governed by a mayor who is elected for a two-year term 
and six councillors, two elected each year for a three-year term. The town’s 
affairs are administered by a secretary-treasurer, in accordance with the policy 
set by the council. Public works are supervised by a works superintendent. 


10. LAW ENFORCEMENT 


The town is policed by five constables and there is a resident police 
magistrate. 


Building Regulations 

Building Development is controlled by a Zoning and Building By-Law 
which provides for an orderly development of land use. This By-Law incor- 
porates the National Building Code standards. It is administered by the 
Town Development Officer. 





Administration Building of Federal Government Research Station. 
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Electrical, plumbing and gas installations must comply with Provincial 
Regulations. 


Garbage is collected weekly in residential and daily in business sections. 


11. FIRE PROTECTION 


The fire brigade consists of a fire chief and 17 volunteer firemen. 


Equipment 


One 1960 International pumper with rated capacity of 625 GPM and 
500-gallon water tank, one 1951 500 GPM pumper with 500-gallon water tank, 
one 1928 350 GPM pumper with 500-gallon water tank, one 1930 chemical and 
hose tender, 2,200 feet 2%-inch hose, 1,000 feet 1%-inch hose. 


Water is obtained from wells and is pumped into a 90,000-gallon reservoir. 
There are 50 fire hydrants located throughout the town. 


12. TAX STRUCTURE 
1969 Net Assessment 


Land, 100% of value $1,691,790 

Improvements, 60% of fair value 3,918,000 

Total Assessment $5,609,790 
1969 Mill Rate 

Municipal School Hospital Total 

26.57 43.90 5.00 76 mills 

13. AREAS 

Area of Town 960 acres 

Streets and Lanes 130.26 acres 


Parks and Playgrounds 356 acres 
(including Golf Course) 


Miles of Roads, Streets and Lanes 
Asphalt Gravel Improved Earth Total 


Provincial Main ON 2.50 
Streets and Lanes 8.22) 5.14 3.05 isi 
Total Miles 19.81 


There are approximately eleven miles of cement sidewalk. 


14. SEWER AND WATER MAIN MILEAGE 


Storm sewers 5.19 miles 
Sanitary sewers 12.75 miles 
Water mains 11.94 miles 
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15. POWER 


Three phase 60 cycle power is supplied under a franchise by Calgary 
Power Limited. 


Domestic Service 


Available only for lighting, heating and cooking, domestic power and 
ordinary uses in private houses and apartments used exclusively for residential 


purposes. 


First 20 KWH or less per month - $2.60 gross minimum. 
Subject to 30c prompt payment discount, making $2.30 net minimum. 
All over 20 KWH used per month - 1.5c net per KWH. 


Note: Discount of 30c applies on all bills paid within discount period. 


The foregoing rate applies where the maximum demand does not exceed 
5 kilowatts. Where the demand exceeds 5 kilowatts, an addition monthly 
demand charge of 50c per kilowatt will be made. 


Reconnection charges $4.60. 


General Service 


Applicable where other rates listed do not apply. 
Demand Charge: 


$1.00 per month per KVA (or fraction thereof) of Demand. 
Energy Charges: 


The first 60 KWH per month per KVA of Demand 5.0c per KWH 
All additional energy used in any month 1.5c per KWH 





An attractive Senior Citizens’ Home is located at Lacombe. 
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Minimum charge: $1.50 net per month; or the Demand Charge if 
greater. The above are net rates applicable on accounts paid within 10 days of 
the date rendered. Net bills will be increased by approximately 5%, and not 
less than 30c per month, after the discount date. 


Minimum Deposit: Twice the minimum charge, or at the Company's 
option, twice the estimated bill. 


Reconnection Charge: Twice the Net Minimum. 


16. WATER 


Water is supplied by Calgary Power under a franchise. Water is ob- 
tained from four wells 300 feet deep. The water is pumped into a 90,000 
gallon underground reservoir. It is then pumped by a 120 GPM electric pump | 
into a 10,000 gallon hydro-pneumatic tank which maintains a pressure of be- 
tween 55 and 60 p.s.i. in the water mains. 


Rates 


First 600 cu. ft. or less used per month - $3.00; next 5,400 cu. ft. used 
per month - 35c per 100 cu. ft.; all over 6,000 cu. ft. used per month - 25c 
per 100 cu. ft. 


Water Analysis Parts per Million 
Total Solids 606 
Ignition Loss 46 
Hardness 20 
Sulphates 22 
Chlorides ilk 
Alkalinity 475 
Nature of Alkalinity - Bicarbonate of Soda 
Nitrites nil 
Nitrates nil 
Iron 2 
Fluorine .06 


Remarks: Water is chemically suitable. 


17. GAS 


Natural gas is supplied to the town under a franchise by Northwestern 
Utilities Limited. 
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Rate No. 1 - General Rate 
Available to all customers. 
First 20 therms or less used per month - $3.00. 
All additional therms used per month - 4.5c per therm. 
Minimum monthly charge - $3.00. 


When accounts are not paid on or before the due date, the charge per 
therm, other than the first 20 therms, shall be increased by 0.3c and the gross 
rate so arrived at shall apply. 


Rate No. 2 - Optional Rate 


Available on annual contract to all customers whose annual consumption 
is more than 11,900 therms. 


Fixed charge - $20.00 per month. 
Plus commodity charge - 2.7c per therm. 
Minimum monthly charge - $20.00. 


When accounts are not paid on or before the due date the charge per 
therm shall be increased by 0.2c and the gross rate so arrived at shall apply. 


Rate No. 3 - Optional High Load Factor Rate 

Available on annual contract to all customers whose annual consump- 
tion is more than 100,000 therms and whose total consumption during the six 
meter reading periods ending in May, June, July, August, September and 
October, is not less than 40 per cent of their total consumption during the 
year. 


Fixed charge - $20.00 per month plus 22c per month per therm of 
maximum 12 hour demand. 


Commodity charge for all consumption - 1.7c per therm. 
Minimum monthly charge - fixed charge. 


The maximum 12 hour demand shall be the greatest amount of gas in 
therms delivered in any 12 consecutive hours during the current billing period 
or the preceding eleven billing periods as determined by the company by 
measurement. The maximum 12 hour demand of a new consumer of gas shall 
be estimated by the company. 


Provided that the company may with the approval of the Board of 
Public Utility Commissioners take into consideration in determining the fixed 
charge the effect of the customer's demand for gas upon the company’s peak 
load. 


General Conditions Affecting Rate No. 2 and No. 3 


These rates are available only on an annual contract which shall con- 
tinue from year to year thereafter until either party shall give to the other 
party at least thirty days prior to the expiration of any such year, a written 
notice of desire to terminate same whereupon at the expiration of such year, 
it shall cease and determine. 
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18. L.P. GAS 
Heat value - 2521 b.tu. per cu. ft. at 60°F. 
100 tb bottle - $5.75. 
Bulk - 12c per gallon. 
Storage capacity - 5,000 gallons. 


19. DIESEL FUEL 
Heat value - 135,000 to 140,000 b.t.u. per gallon at 60° F. 
Tractor fuel - 18.5c per gallon. 
Domestic fuel - 17.2c per gallon. 
Storage capacity - 26,000 gallons. 


20. COAL 


Very little used in the town. Those using coal haul it from Alix strip 
mine at $5.00 per ton. 


21. RESOURCES 


Wheat and coarse grains, horses, cattle, sheep and hogs, dairy products, 
poultry products, honey, straw, sand (common), gravel, gas and oil. 


22. GOVERNMENT OFFICES AND SERVICES 
Federal 


Post Office, Research Station, Department of Veterans’ Affairs Office. 


Provincial 


Government Telephone Office; Liquor Store; Treasury Branch; County 
School Superintendent; Public Health Nurse; District Agriculturist; District 
Home Economist; Magistrate’s Court. 


Municipal 

Town Administration Office; five-man police force; fire chief and 17 
volunteer firemen; three town fire trucks and one county fire truck; public 
works shop and foreman’s office; County of Lacombe administration office; 
County Public Works shop and foreman’s office, and County school bus barns. 


23. HEALTH SERVICES 


The Lacombe Municipal Hospital (District No. 54) has a capacity of 
50 beds and 10 bassinets. The staff consists of an administrator, 19 graduate 
nurses, lab technician, X-ray technician, 12 nurses’ aides, kitchen and main- 
tenance staff. There is a modern operating room in the hospital. 


Rates per day, public wards: to all Alberta residents - $5.00 first day; 
$2.50 thereafter. 
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The Red Deer Health Unit maintains a sub-office and a resident public 
health nurse in the town. In addition the unit calls monthly. The staff 
consists of one doctor, six graduate nurses, two steno-technicians, two sanitary 
inspectors and one dental officer. 


Other health facilities: Six doctors, divided into two clinics; two den- 
tists; one chiropractor; two optometrists; two drug stores; two funeral parlors; 
two veterinarians. 


24. PROFESSIONAL AND SKILLED PERSONAL SERVICES 
(excluding health services ) 


Type of Service No. of Establishments 
Auditors and Public Accountants 1 
Barristers and Lawyers 2 


Beauty Parlors 
Barbers 
Watch Repairs 
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25. TRANSPORTATION 


Canadian Pacific Railway - Lacombe north to Edmonton, Lacombe 
south to Calgary, Lacombe east to Coronation, Lacombe west to Breton. 


Greyhound Bus Line - Lacombe north to Edmonton, Lacombe south to 
Calgary. 


Canadian Coachways Ltd. - Lacombe to Edmonton via Rimbey and 
Breton. 





Lacombe’s new Vocational School is modern, attractive. 
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Cardinal Coach Lines Ltd. - Red Deer to Veteran via Lacombe, Stettler 
and Coronation. 


There are numerous trucking services that pass through Lacombe going 
north, south, east and west. 


There is one taxi stand with a total of two cabs. 


26. NEWSPAPERS 
Lacombe Globe - weekly. 


27. COMMUNICATIONS 


Alberta Government Telephones; Canadian Pacific Telegraphs; Post 
Office; nearest TV - CKRD-TV, Red Deer. 


28. FINANCIAL FACILITIES 


Alberta Government Treasury Branch; Bank of Montreal; Royal Bank 
of Canada; Credit Union. 


29. HOTELS 
No. of Rooms Single Rates Beer License 
Lacombe 34 $2.50 up yes 
Empress 24 $3.00 up yes 


30. TOURIST CAMPS 
Park Inn Motel - 12 Class A cabins. 
Empress Motel - 14 Class A cabins. 
Juniper Lodge - 22 units. 


Two trailer parking areas available. 


31. CHURCHES 


Anglican; Evangelical Free Church; Baptist; Roman Catholic; Seventh- 
Day Adventists; United; Bethel Christian Reformed Church; Pentecostal; Open 
Bible Mission; Church of Nazarene; Lutheran Church; Grace Chapel. 


32. FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS 
Masons, I.0.0.F., Canadian Order of Foresters, Eastern Star, Rebekahs. 


33. SERVICE CLUBS 


Lacombe and District Board of Trade, Canadian Legion and Ladies’ 
Auxiliary, Catholic Women’s League, 1.0.D.E., Kinsmen, Lions, Rotary, 
Women’s Institute, Toastmasters Club. 
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34. SOCIETIES AND ASSOCIATIONS 


Alberta School Trustees’ Association, Red Cross, Fish and Game Asso- 
ciation, Old Timers’ Association, Lacombe and District Ministerial Association, 
Central Alberta Agricultural Society, Lacombe Garden Club, Lacombe Friend- 
ship Club, Lacombe Hospital Ladies’ Auxiliary, Artificial Breeders’ Association, 
Lacombe Foundation, Senior Citizens’ Lodge, Lacombe Art Club, Lacombe 
Branch of Canadian Handicraft Guild, Agriculture Society. 


35. EDUCATION 


Grades 1 to 12 are taught along with the following optional subjects: 
Typing, bookkeeping, French, Art, Drama, Shop and Home Economics. The 
school population of 1630 is made up as follows (1969): 


Grades No. of Teachers No. of Pupils 


Elementary ken We) sy 758 
Junior High ie? 16 362 
High 1012 32 510 

1630 


The Canadian Union College (Seventh-Day Adventist) offers excellent 
courses in Theology, Agriculture, Pre-med, Pre-nursing, Arts, Printing, Wood- 
working, Mechanics, Bookbinding and Furniture Manufacturing. Students from 
across Canada attend this College. 1969 enrolment - 330. 


Music teachers are available for the instruction in piano, string and wind 
instruments. 





Elementary and high schools are modern and well staffed. 
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36. THEATRES AND HALLS 
Capacity Stage Piano Dressing Rooms 


Lux Theatre 580 yes no no 
Kinsmen Scout Hall 225 no yes no 
1.0.0.F. Hall 200 no yes * no 
Canadian Union College 1200 yes two yes 
New High School 750 yes yes yes 
Memorial Centre 1200 yes two yes 
Canadian Legion 800 yes yes no 


37. CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 


The headquarters for the Parkland Regional Library is located in La- 
combe. It serves a population of 55,000 in the counties of Lacombe, Ponoka 
and Red Deer and School Division of Rocky Mountain House. Branch libraries 
in Lacombe are located in the Memorial Centre and the Lacombe High School. 


Other Activities: Needlecraft Society, Art Club, Annual Musical Festival, 
School Activities, Handicraft Guild. 


Music teachers are available for piano, string and wind instruments. 


38. YOUTH ACTIVITIES 


Boys Girls 
Army Cadets Explorers 
Scouts, Cubs C.G.LA. 
4-H Clubs Anglican Girls’ Auxiliary 
Young Explorers Brownies 
Junior Garden Club Girl Guides 
4-H Clubs 


Junior Garden Club 


39. SPORTS 

Skiing, golf, baseball, junior and senior, basketball, badminton, curling, 
hockey, minor and junior A, swimming. 
Facilities 


There is an 18-hole golf course with sand greens. A modern club house 
is available to members. 


The Lacombe Stadium has a seating capacity for 1,800. It has artificial 
ice and Lacombe is represented in the Central Alberta Hockey League. There 
is also a six sheet artificial ice curling rink. 
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The Memorial Centre has a seating capacity of 1200, with stage and 
dressing rooms, also rooms for small meetings. 


A ski hill is also available with a 1700-foot ski tow. Instruction is given 
to beginners. 


Three baseball diamonds supply the need for this sport. The fair grounds 
are used for playgrounds. 


There is a heated swimming pool. 


Swimming is available at Gull Lake, 9 miles west of the town. 


40. FAIRS AND ACTIVITIES 
Annual Bull Sale; Annual Flower Show. 
Annual Gymkhana by Lacombe Light Horse Association. 


Annual $5,300 eight-team baseball tournament sponsored by the Lions 
Club of Lacombe. 


Annual indoor rodeo, sponsored by the Kinsmen Club of Lacombe. 


In connection with the government research station, there is a livestock 
sales pavilion that seats 1070. This pavilion is used for the aforementioned 
livestock, seed and grain activities. 


41. HISTORIC SITES 


A cairn to mark the original site of the first school. 


42. CO-OPERATIVES 
Alberta Wheat Pool; U.F.A. Co-op Petroleum Products. 





18 hole golf course club house. 
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43. INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS 
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44. SITES 
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Plumbers & Gas Fitters 0... 0... ....- 2 
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‘insmiuth) és Heating 02 eee 1 
Tire Shops: decia sckss tenses ee 1 
Travel Agency:s...0.. ics k ee ee 1 
Variety Store {3.4 cul eee ee 3 
Veterinarians. 2.105. dee ions ee, 1 
Welding nn. Sigs saunter ee 3 


Residential sites and industrial sites that are adjacent to trackage and 
highways are available from the town. These sites can be served with all 


utilities. 


45. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT 


In 1958 Len Thompson, fish hook designer and manufacturer, moved his 
plant from Saskatchewan to Lacombe. Mr. Thompson and his son-in-law, Cecil 
Pallister chose the site for their plant on account of the soft water which is a 
great asset in the tumbling barrels and second on account of its transportation 
facilities. The name of Len Thompson fish lures is known throughout Canada 
and the United States. 


Lacombe is supported by a prolifiic mixed farming district and a large 
number of purebred livestock is shipped from the district. One outstanding 
event is the annual bull sale which is attended by cattle buyers from all parts 
of the North American continent. 


The Federal Government Research Station, covering 1700 acres, attracts 
a large number of visitors yearly. Experiments in grain, forage crops, pasture, 
poultry and cattle are carried on extensively on this farm. 


A hog breeding program carried on at the Research Station has resulted 
in the development of a new breed of bacon hog which has been distributed 
across Canada. This is known as the Lacombe Hog and is the first swine to 
originate in Canada and is in popular demand. 


The average grain yield for the district over a 30-year period is: Wheat 
22.1 bus. per acre; oats - 37.- bus. per acre; barley - 28.1 bus. per acre; rye 
18.5 bus. per acre. 


In 1965 a factory started operations in a $50,000 industrial building to 
produce Alaskan Campers. A concomitant $27,000 office and sales building 
was constructed in the fall of 1965 by Hugh H. Logan of Glendale, Calif. 


During recent years, the Lacombe district has been the scene of wide- 





Town of Lacombe Administration Offices opened on December 4, 1968. 
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spread development in the dairy and beef cattle feed lot industry; and now has 
one of the largest concentrations of beef cattle in the province. 


Lacombe Nurseries Ltd., which provides horticultural stock for gardeners 
throughout the four western provinces, is one of the town’s largest industries. 
During the peak spring season, up to 40 men are employed on a round-the- 
clock schedule shipping nursery stock to customers in B.C., Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Alberta. The nurseries keeps 165 acres permanently seeded to 
horticultural nursery stock. A full landscape service is also offered. 


46. TRADING AREA 


North - 8 miles; west - 20 miles; south - 8 miles; east - 28 miles. 


47. POPULATION 


Trading area population 12,500. 
Town population, 1969 census 3184. 
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